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Minerals. A considerable portion of the
interior has not been developed to the slight-
est degree, yet from present mining opera-
tions there are very large returns. In 1934
the total mineral production of the territory
was more than $10,500,000.
Gold. Although the presence of gold
along the beds of the rivers was known to
the Russians, no prospecting occurred dur-
ing their occupation of the country, as it was
against the policy of the government. In
 at the head of Cook's Inlet and in other
places the sand and gravel on the beach are
found to contain gold in paying quantities.
But the most remarkable development has
been in the Yukon district, where gold was
discovered in 1897. This discovery led to the
prospecting of the entire valleys of the
Yukon and its tributaries^ and valuable de-
posits were found, both along the river beds
and among the mountains, but they are not
so rich as those of the Klondike region, in
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1870 Americans began prospecting and soon
discovered placers and veins of varying
richness. The most important of these was on
Douglas Island, where a mining camp was
soon opened and work on the placers was be-
gun. Soon after, rich veins of quartz ore were
discovered. Permanent works for operat-
ing the mines were erected and the town o£
Juneau was established. These mines have
been operated with profit ever since, and
many other paying mines have been opened
in their vicinity. On Baranof Island, near
Sitka, around the head of Lynn Canal,
abound other islands and on the mainland,
 Canada. Following these discoveries was
that on the north shore of Norton Sound,
where the sands of the beach and along
neighboring streams have proved extraor-
dinarily rich. From 1899 to 1909 the out-
put of gold increased from $825,000 a year
to $3,000,000; since then it has reached $17,-
000,000 a year, but now averages from $5,-
000,000 to $8,000,000. The greatest quantity
is mined in the region around Fairbanks.
Coal. Large coal fields are within 150
miles of the nearest good ocean harbor at
Cordova. This Bering field contains about
fifty square miles, and yields both anthtra-

